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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 
^i^tinfi of Claims 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended) A white balance coirecting device for correcting white balance 
of a picked-up image signals, comprismg: 

an image pickup device which picks-up image signals rif Aty |mage pick-up 

Plane: 

a dividing part which divides a scope of the image pick up plane iTilo a plurality 

of blocks: 

a peak value acquiring part which acquires a peak value of brightness ajid color 
signal values corresponding to the peak value of brightness obtained in each of all of the 
plurality of blocks divided bv said dividing part aprcdetcnnincd roflion of the hnag e signals by 
Goid imag e pickup d e vice ; 

m average value calculating part which calculates an average value of 
brightness and average values of color signal values obtained in each of all of the plurality of 
blocks divided bv said dividing part apr a d e term i nQd I'oaion of the imago signals b y ^oid imag e 
pick up device ; 

a comparison part which makes comparison between brightness infomiation of 
the average value and the peak value; 

a selection part which selects cither of the values obtained by said average value 
calculating part or the values obtained by said peak value acquiring part according to 
comparison result by said comparison part; and 
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a white balance control part which controls white balance on the basis of the 
values selected by said selection part. 

CUim 2 (Curreatly Amended) A white balance correcting device according to claim 1 , 
wherein said comparison part computes comparison between a first integral value obtained by 
integrating average values obtained by said average value calculating part and a second integral 
value obtained by integrating peak values obtained m the prcdotormined rogion scope by said 
peak value acquiring part, and» 

wherein said selection part selects the values obtained by said peak value 
acquiring part if the second integral value is not less than a predetermined nximber of times the 
first integral value, and said selection part selects the value obtained by said average value 
calculating part if the second integral value is less than the predetermined number of times the 
first value. 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended) A white balance connecting device according to claim 2, further 
comprising; 

a white determining part which determines whether the average value of color 
signal values calculated by said average value calculating part and the color signal values 
corresponding to the peak value of brightness acquired by said peak value acquiring part exist 
within a white range, 

wherein said comparison part integrates values which have he&i deteraiined to 
exist within the white range by said white determining part, in order to obtain the first integral 
value and the second integral value. 

Claim 4 (Previously Presented) A white balance correcting device according to claim 1 , 
wherein said peak value acquiring part acquires peak values of image signals from sign als that 
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have beforeliand been subjected to limitation for setting an upper limit to a signal level of the 
image signals picked-up by said image pick-up device. 

Claim 5 (Previously Presented) A white balance coirecling device according to claim I, 
wherein said peak value acquiring part acquires the peak value from signals that have 
beforehand been subjected by a low-pass filter to limitation for setting an upper limit to a signal 
level of the image signals picked-up by said image pick-up device. 

Claim 6 (Currently Amended) A white balance correcting device for correcting white balance 
of a picked-up image signal, comprising: 

an inputting part which inputs picked-up image signal of animageoick-up 

plane : 

a dividing part which divides a scone of the image pick up plane into a plurality 

ofblocks: 

a peak value acquiring part which acquires apeak value of brigjitness and color 
signal values corresponding to the peak value of brightness obtained in each of all of the 
plurality ofblocks divided by said dividing part a prcdotorminod - region of the ima^e signals 
inputted by said inputting port ; 

an average value calculating part which calculates an average value of 
brightness and average values of color signal values obtained in each of all of the pluralitv of 
blocks divided bv said dividing part a pred e termin e d r e gion of tho imago oignals inputt e d by 
said inputting part ; 

a comparison part which makes comparison between brightness information of 
the average value and the peak value; 
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a selectioD part which selects either of the values obtained by said average value 
calculating part or the values obtained by said peak value acquiring part according to the 
comparison result by said comparison part; and , 

a white balance contxol part which ccnlrols white balance on the basis of the 
values selected by said selection part. 

Claim 7 (Previously Presented) A white balance collecting device according to claim 6, 
wherein said selection part selects the values obtained by said peak value acquiring part if the 
peak value is not less flian a predetermined number of tunes the average value, and said 
selection part selects the values obtained by said average value calculating part if the peak 
value is less than the predetermined number of times the average value. 
Claim 8 (Currently Amended) A white balance correcting method for correcting white balance 
of a picked- up image signals, comprising: 

picking-up image signals of an image pick-up plane : 

dividing a scone of the image nick-up p lane into a plurality of blocks; 

acquiring a peak value of brightness and color signal values corresponding to the 
peak value from the image signals obtained in each of all of the plurality of blocks divided in 
the dividing step_ u u iudotO Jii ninod region of tho imago - fiignals picked up in said picking up step ; 

calculating an average value of brightness and average values of color signal 
values from the image signals obtained in ^h of all of the plurality of blocks divided in the 
dividing sten a predetcrminod rogion of the imago Gigaolg pick e d up in caid picking u p-step; 

making comparison between brightness information of the average value and the 

peak value; 
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selecting either of the values obtained in said average value calculating step or 
the values obtained in said peak value acquiring step according to comparison result; and 

controlling white balance on a basis of the values selected in said selection step- 
Claim 9 (Previously Presented) A white balance correcting method according to claim 8, 

wherein, in making comparison* computing a ratio between first integral value 
obtained by integrating average values obtained in said average value calculating step and a 
second integral value obtained by integrating peak values obtained in said peak value acquiring 
step, 

wherein, the values obtained in said peak value acquiriiig step is selected by said 
selection if the second integral value is not less than a predetemiined number of times the first 
integral value, and the values obtained in said average value calculating step is selected by said 
selection if the second integral value is less than the predetermined number of times the first 
integral value. 

Claim 10 (Previously Presented) A white balance correcting method according to claim 9» 
further comprising: 

deteraiining whether the average value of color signal values calculated in said 
color average value calculating step and the color signal values corresponding to the peak value 
acquired in said peak value acquiring step exist within a white range, 

wherein values which have been determined to exist within the white range in 
said white determming step are integrated to obtain the first integral value and the second 
integral value. 

Claim 11 (Previously Presented) A white balance correcting method accordmg to claim 8, 
wherein peak values of the image signals are acquired in said peak value acquiring step from 
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signals that h^ive beforehand been subjected to litrdtation for setting an upper limit to a signal 
level of the image signals picked-up in said image picking-up step. 
Claim 12 (Previously Presented) A white balance coirecting method according to claim 8, 
wherein peak values of the image signals are acfluiied in said peak value acquiring step fiom 
signals that have beforehand been subjected by a low-pass filter to limitation for setting an 
upper limit to a signal level of the image signals pickcd-up in said image picking-up step. 
Claim 13 (Currently Amended) A white balance correcting method for correcting white 
balance of a picked-up image, comprising: 

inputting a picked-up image signals of an linage pick-up plane: 
flividing a scope of the image pick up plane into a plurality of blocks: 
acquiring peak value of brightness and color signal values corresponding to the 
peak value obtained in each of all of the plurality of blocks divided in the dividing step a 
prBd e teiminod region of th e image signals inputted in aoid - inputting st e p ; 

calculating an average value of brightness and average values of color signal 
values obtained in each of all of the pluralitv of blocks divided in the dividing step a 
piodotormined region of tli e imag e sigtialG inputtcd - m - said inputting st e^; 

making comparison between information of the average value and the peak 

value; 

selecting either of the values obtained in said average value calculating step or 
the values obtained in said peak value acquiring step according to con^)arison result; and 

controlling white bal ance on the basis of the values selected by said selection. 
Claim 14 (Previously Presented) A white balance correcting method according to claim 13, 
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wherein, the values obtained m acquiring a peak value step is selected by said 
selection if the peak value is not less than a predetcnnined number of times the average value 
in making comparison, and the value obtained in calculating an average value step is selected 
by said selection if the peak value is less than the predetermined number of times the average 
value in making comparison. 

Claim 15 (Currently Amended) A storage medium which stores therein a program for 
executing a process for correcting white balance of a picked-up image signals, said process 
comprising: 

picking-up image signals of an image pick-up plMis : 
dividing a scope of the image pick up plane into a plurality of blocks: 
acquiring a peak value of brightuess and color signal values corresponding to the 
peak value from the image signals obtained in each of all of the plurality of blocks divided in 
the dividing step a ui c id o torminod region of the image - Gifinals pick e d Up in said piddng -^^-step; 

calculating an average value of brightness and average values of color signal 
values from the image signals obtained in each of all of the plurality of blocks divided in the 
dividing step a prodotormincd region of th e imofio cignals - picked - up in said picking up pt e p ; 

making comparison between brightness information of the average value and the 

peak value; 

selecting either of the values of obtained in said average value calculating step 
or the values obtained in said peak value acquiring step according to comparison result; and 

controlling white balance on a basis of the values selected in said selecti on step. 
Claim 16 (Previously Presented) A storage medium according to claim 15, 
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wherein, in making comparison, computing a ratio between first integral value 
obtained by integrating average values obtained in said average value calculating step and a 
second integral value obtained by integrating peak values obtained in said peak value acquiring 
step, 

wherein, the values obtained m said peak value acquiring step is selected by said 
selection if the second integral value is not less than a predetermined number of times the first 
integral value, and the values obtained m said average value calculating step is selected by said 
selection if the second integral value is less than the predetennined number of times the first 
integral value. 

Claim 1 7 (Previously Presented) A storage medium according to claim 1 6, wherein said 
process fiirther comprises: 

deteiruining whether the average value of color signal values calculated in said 
color average value calculating step and the color signal values corresponding to the peak value 
acquired in said peak value acquiring step exist within a white range; 

wherein values which have been determined to exist within the white range in 
said white detemiining step are integrated to obtain the first integral value and the second 
integral value. 

Claim 18 (Previously Presented) A storage medium according to claim 1 5, wherein peak 
values of the image signals are acquired in said peak value acquiring step from signals that 
have beforehand been subjected to limitation for setting an upper hmit to a signal level of the 
image signals pickcd-up in said image pickmg-up step. 

Claim 19 (Previously Presented) A storage medium according to claim 15, wherein peak 
values of the image signals are acquired in said peak value acqwring step from signals that 
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have beforehand been subjected by a low-pass filter to limitation for setting an upper limit to a 

signal level of the image siguals picked-up in said image picking-iq) step. 

Claim 20 (Currently Amended) A storage medium which stores therein a program for 

executing a process for collecting white balance of a pickcd-up image signal s, said process 

comprising: 

inputting port which inputp a pickcd-up image signal gf an image pick-up plane; 

Hivifiin p a scope of the image pick-up plane into apluia litv of blocks; 

f cok valu e acquiring part which acquires a peak value of bri^tness and color 
signal values corresponding to the peak value of brightness obtained in each of all of the 
pluralitv of blocks divided in the dividing step a pr e d e t e rminod region of the imag e cignate 
i gputt e d by aaid inputting part ; 

avcmgo value calculating part which colculateg an average value of bri^tness 
and average values of color signal values obtained in ^ach of all of the plurality of blocks 
divided in the dividing step a predetermined rodon of th e imago signals inputt e d by said 
inputting part ; 

making comparison part which makes a comparison between bri^tness 
information of the average value and the peak value; 

Golootion part which s e l e ctfi selecting either of the values obtained in said 
average value calculating peat step or the values obtained by in said peak value acquiring part 
step according to the comparison result by in said comparison part step; and 

controlling white balance control part which controls white balance on the basis 
of the values selected by said selection part step. 

Claim 21 (Currently Amended) A storage medium according to claim 20, 
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wherein said selection part step selects Uie values obtained by said peak value 
acquiring paffe step if the peak value is not less than a predetennined number of times the 
average value, and said selection p«t step selects the values obtained by said average value 
calculating part step if the peak value is less than the predetermined number of times the 
average value. 
Claim 22 (Canceled) 
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